Wonsan International Friendship
Air Festival
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Dpuring the historical event that toek place at Wonsan-Kalma airport, Marshal Kim jong Un provided three of its smartly camouflaged Mi-8Ts
for paradrops and pleasure flights. During the event the 160 foreign guests were treated with a great flying display and the warm hospitality
of the DPRK hosts. (Wonsan-Kalma, 21 September 2016, Jan Pi'cfkema?

Wonsan-Kalma Airport 20-21September 2016

For the first time in its history an airshow was organized
in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. Starting with
an initiative of the for North Korea tours well established
British Tour operator Juche Travel Services, North Korean
officials embraced the idea in order to promote the Wonsan
area as an upcoming foreign tourist location. The result was
a well organized air festival at the recently renovated Kalma
airport, with a fluently exercised air display and a very inter-
esting side program.

The foreign visitors and about 15,000-20,000 spectators each
day had the opportunity to walk freely over the festival

Given the success of this years show it is very likely that the
festival will be organized again in 2017.

Both Pyongyang Aero Club aircraft didn't carry any mark-
ings, other than the North Korean flag in the tail. The P-750
was still on the Chinese register being delivered earlier this
year to Free sSky Aviation, although details are unknown.
some of the An-2s on show were among the 140 units deli-
vered in the early 70's from the Polish production line. Given
the serials it can be expected that the other two Antonovs
were of Chinese origin, hence Y-5. One MiG-295 (type 9-13)
proved extra interesting as it had been observed recently as
MiG-29B version (Type 9-12).

terrain, check the many vendor locations and drink whatever 571 AN-21Y-5 KPAAF f
was presented. Of course this opportunity was only taken by 627 An-2/-5 KEAAF spare
the many spotters after the flying displays. During the dis- 952/11G129-52 An-2T KPAAF i
plays the foreigners were allowed to walk almost freely to get 28/10248 Su-25K KPAAF f
the best shots with the sun from the right direction. A true 45/10245 Su-25K KPAAF f
example for many European airshows! ;%;g;;? gu-gi gﬂg TF?
Ll-.

The first day of the festival consisted of two display periods of 47 SILT5K KPAAF spare
two hours during which the Air Koryo aircraft present made 231 MOS00E KEAAF spare
fly-pasts and/or touch and go's, alternated by the military pstl MDS00E KPAAF i
aircraft that presented more vivid displays. The airshow con- 240 MDS00E KPAAF f
sisted of a solo display of the MiG-295, a Su-25K, Mi-8MTV-1 248 MDS00E KPAAF spare
and an H500 and a formation display of four H500s, three 235 MD3500E KPAAF

Su-25Ks and two MiG-21s. The latter two were flown by the igfz;ggiifwmm m[}ég?E gﬁ:ﬁ I;S
very famous Flowers in the sky, being two 21 year old female : s S

. . . . 5375014513 MiG-21bis KPAAF f
pilots, one of which (Jo Kum-Hyang) made a widely publi- ; ;

. . ot . . 92 MiG-21bis KPAAF spare
cized firm landing with aircraft 42 that proved in mint condi- 550/25755/3601 MiG-298 KPAAF s
tion during close inspection in the static display next day. 555 MiG295 KPAAF f
The second day the festival continued with parachute jumps 303 M-ET KPAAF f
from the Mi-8Ts (including spotters doing tandem-jumps) 312 MEST KPAAF I

. A . . an Mi-8T KPAAF i
and radio-controlled model-flying including a Thunderbirds :

. . oo . 847/96022 Mi-8BMTV-1 KPAAF f
F-16 (!) in the morning. The majority of the day was filled . - :

. . . i P-337 An-24B Air Koryo f
wdlth pleasure ﬂfghts by spotters with alllavallahle transport P-552 Tu-154B Air Koryo f
aircraft and helicopters, including the Air Force Mi-8Ts and P-813 Tu-134B-3 Air Koryo f
An-2s! Again with optimal photo locations for the foreigners P-835 I-18D Air Koryo i
not flying. P-885 -62M Air Koryo i
In line with the habit ?f Korea of shloﬁving rhe‘ Polishe‘d side 13:913 :g_?%ﬁsmll_m ?;OKHE;\'EHQ Air Club :
of the country, the majority of the civil and military aircraft . i :

, : : Alpi 400 Pyongyang AirClub
recently had received a new coat of paint, many of which < static
including a big red rectangle plaque to indicate the aircraft £ flying

was inspected by Kim Yung-Un or even late Kim Yung-1l back
in 1988 (5u-25K 49 on 17 August 1953).
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No less than five Su-25s were present at Kalma for the Wonsan International Friendship Air Festival. This aircraft is wearing a red plaque
indicating that the aircraft was inspected by President Kim Il Sung in 1988 and General Kim Jong 1l in 2008. (20 September 2016, Piet van Bussel)

Two MiG-21bis were demonstrated by the first female KPAAF fighter pilots Rim Sol and Jo Kum-Hyang dubbed “The Flowers of the sky”.
(Wonsan-Kalma, 20 September 2016, Jaap Walg)

The most modern fighter jet of the KPAAF is the MiG-29 Fulcrum. Of interest is this immaculate looking ‘humpback’ MiG-295E, only a few of

which are believed to be in service. (Wonsan-Kalma, 20 September 2016, Arnold ten Pas)




North Korea operates a large number of An-2s. With their low radar signature and STOL capabilities they are a useful asset of the KPAAF.
(Wonsan-Kalma, 20 September 2016, Jaap Dijkstra)
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One of the stars of the Air Koryo fleet is this splendid looking 1l-62. The aircraft was manufactured in 1979. Air Koryo is a fine company that by
no means deserves its one-star rating issued by Skytrax. (Wonsan-Kalma, 21 September 2018, Jan Fielkema)

In the 1980s the KPAAF purchased a large number of H500s through a third party. Despite the sanctions the North Koreans have managed to
keep the type in service. Six were present at the Friendship Air Festival. (Wonsan-Kalma, 20 September 2016, Ad van Liempt)

LLL



	North-Korea-sep16-Scramble-nov16-various1
	North-Korea-sep16-Scramble-nov16-various2
	North-Korea-sep16-Scramble-nov16-various3

