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DEFEND THE BASE
ACCEPT FOLLOW ON FORCES
TAKE THE FIGHT NORTH

In recent months, tensions have been running high in the Pacific
theater. The US Air Force's 8th Fighter Wing, the famous ‘Walf
Pack’, stands ot the forefront of operations in the region.

REPORT Stefon Goossens/4Aviation

HE IROMN-CLAD ALLIAMCE | Olds, whao first coined the Wolf Pack”
between the US and the nickname for his sggressive, hungry,
Republic of Konea is evident young F-4 aviators in Vietnam, From
ineverything we da!says Cl | Thailand, the wing moved to Kunsan in
Divid Shoemaker, the Eth September 1974,
Fighter Wing commander —a Located about 120 miles south of
role that eams him the nickname ‘the Segal, Kunsan was originally constructed
Wolf! Shoemaker presides over one by the Japanese in 1938 and was used
of the most important wings in the on a limited basis by the LIS between
LIS Air Fonce, equipped with a pair of 1945 and 1949 when American forces HE ‘ = -
elite fighter squadrons flying Block 40 : left South Korea, In July 1950, soon after 1;' [
F-16CMs at Kunsan Air Base. . the Korean War started, the base was T ¢ o8 ot
The 35th and B0th Fighter Squadrons accupled by Narth Korean forges, The LI s Al r"- A i
of the “Wolf Pack’ regularly fly choser : US Army recaptured it on September
to the North Korean border than any 30, 1950, and from August 1951 the 3rd - TAK“\IG THE F|GHT NOQT
other unit — fitting for a wing that was Bombardment Wing was the first air
once led by the legendary Col Robin : force unit assigned here, — E—— =
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Today, the Sth FW flies alongside the | Abowee Exercise Thunder’ and “Vigilant Acel Our goal is

Republic of Korea Alr Force (RokAF) “Vigilant ce 17 the same — peace on the peninsula. We
and its eo-located 36th Fighter Group, | m:;u.ﬁu:r:m hone our oraft and ensure our readiness
operating KF-160/D Black 52s with forword-deplaying to deter attack, but if called upon to

the 111th Fighter Squadron. We train £ Kunsan from defend our neighbsors and allies, rmay
with the 38th Fighter Groug, says lb:le::':lm“ God have mercy on the Woll Pack’s' prey!
Shoermaker. We enjoy friendships ata Hadena, Japan

Juvats’ and ‘Pantons’

The B0th Fighter Squadron Juvans’

| is commanded by Lt Col William

| Lewed Lutmer, Like the wing itseff,

! this squadron has a rich history, being

personal level while providing for the USAFITSgt Joshuo
collective defense of the peninsula and | Rosales

the region. The saying Katchi Kapshidal | g no oo oo
‘we go tagether, i strong at every level, F-BoCM toxies
This i my third year-long assignment { outarKunsan

10 Kurgan in the past 12 years, and the ::nﬁlrm farmed in Jnuary 1942 and receiving

joint capability of the USAF/ROKAF has Sor "Woll Pack". P-35 Airacobeas in Brisbane, Australia. It

improved expanentially in that time, Stefan Goossans flarw its first combat missions from Port
= ~ We've developed our ability to train Bight: The Moreshy, New Guinea, on July 22, 19432,

and scored its initial aerial victories the
following manth, The Juvats’ deployed

— and fight together through Red Flags” will* — Col Bavid
and our peningula-wide eoercises Max Shioamoker WSAF
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81 FIGHTER WING

F-105 Thunderchiefs to Thailand twice for
combat in 1964 and 1965 and flew 7,354
combat sorties in South-east Aska, with
2557 of thern over North Vietnam.

After an illustricus. period flying the
F-4C Phantor Il the B0th TFS became
the first overseas USAF unit to coneert o
the F-164, in September 1981. In 1987,
it racled in its early Vipers' for Block 30
F-16C0Ds, before it received its ourrent
JEts in garly 2008,

The intriguing squadron nicknams
refers o the squadrons tirme spent
in Mewr Guines, Ome of its earlies
cormmanders, Capt Edhward Porky” Cragg,
decided b name the unit Hesdhunters,
out of respect to the natives wha rescusd
many downed P-38 pilots from the
clutches of the Japanese forces. The unit
badge remaing a direct reference to the
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! squadron motto ks ‘Audentes Fortuna
¢ Juvat] commeonly translated as, Fortune
: Favours the bold:

The 35th F5 Pantons’is one of the

oldest USAF squadrons, activated as the
: 35th Aero Squadron on June 12, 1917,

: with the threat from the north being

: ever-present and as real as a threat can

: get, the baseis extremely active and

: always on a high state of readiness. This

| means lots of regular training missions

| and exercises for both squadions, while

| there is no shortage of visiting Stateside-
| based units.

In 2017 alone, exercises came thick and |

fast, They included ‘Max Thunder 20017, i
the second largest flying exercise on the
Korean peninsula involving 80 aircraft; i
‘Bewerly Pack 17] rehearsing the wartime
mission in a contrelled environment; |
“friends downin the jurghel The officiad

‘Buddy Wing! working with the RolAF:

: and Vigilant ACE, the largest ever joint
: airexercise between South Korea and
: the US, involving 230 aircraft.

The week-long Buddy Wing' exercises

 are designed to improve understanding

: and vechnigques between the USAF and

: RoKAF, with squadrons deplaying to

: fly abongsicle one another. This usually

: invehes four to sbc USAF aircraft going

: on the road to RoKAF bases, or vice vers,
| The Seprembser 2017 Buddy Wing, for
exarmple, s the B0th F5 visiting the

| 17th Fighter Wing at Cheangju and then
areciprocal deploymaent,

- No end in sight

ng'IT(hﬂing on the current political
Situdtion in this strained region,
Shoemaker says, Looking into the
future, our focus remaing unflinchingly
§ on the mission. It doesnt get much

B e R s ALl R R L

o

simpler for us here. We know the threat
is to the narth,

‘In the future, we will remain ready
to support combat operations if called
upan. This means fiying with our Konean
partmers and exercising to ensure [we]
have the confidence that we can go
to war as an effective fighting force
at a moment's notice. It alko means
Integrating with forces in the reglon, as
we're seeing now with the incorporation
of fifth-generation alrcraft in Vigilant
Ace 17 We're conducting the same
misston, but were doing it in a much
mofe focused manner.

“The 8th Fighter Wing wears its
heritage proudly — the famed Wolf
Pack’of Col Robin Olds is the most
tight-knit, lethal unit in the USAR.

As diplomatic efforts in the region
continue, we take very senously our
responsibility to provide our nation’s
civilian beadership with military options’

The F-16 is a workharse in this region,
but the integration of ffth-generation
fighters into exercises hene is vitally
imgortant. Having these military options
available is designed to be o means of
reassurance for South Korea, the US
and in fact the entine world. The last 12
manths have seen seme of the highest
tensions experienced during recent
generations — peace and security
issues are felt mone keenly here than
anywhere else. 2




