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or detecting low-RCS [radar
cross-section] targets. We have
introduced the Mk version of the

PS-05 and radar parformance is far
beyond that of any other platform.
What we want 1o do is introduce
an AESA system and antenna
without having 1o maodify the
aircraft extensively. We wanted 1o
find the closest [thing] as possible
1o a plug-and-play solution.”

The report also claims that
Saab couldn't offer an automatic
ground collision avoldance system
(AGCAS). "This is nonsensa” the
test pilot said. “We introduced
the AGCAS on the MS20 system
= it has been operational with the
Swdish Air Force for mone than
two years and, more recently,
on Hungarian and Czech jots.”

The repont illustrates how Saab,
as a foreign vendor, is unable to
include US smart weapons in its
offer. Instead the customer has
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year deal auows the customer to

te go through a US gty
process, adding extra cost, But,
a3 Thorbjdrnason explained, “that
is standard practice anyway”.
Saab did come out on top when
it came to the logistical package.
Lockheed's Michael N Kelley told
AFM: "Tha USAF gave a two-year
proposal, but Gripen gave ten. We
explaingd that we offered a two-
year sustainment set-up because
there are a kot of unknowns,
and if we had priced out the
programme with thase, it might
have been expensive. A two-
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gain on the
platformn and then a much better
deal two years in, That way the
customer doesn't pay too much
and, more importantly, they are

getting encugh of what they need.”

AFM put Kelley's explanation

to Saab'’s Krasimira Stoyanova,
vice president, head of Central
and Eastern Europe, who
disagreed. “We consider it the
other wary arcund, Our ten-year
commitment is very predictable,
and this is a cost which is based
on our experience with the Gripen

at Bydgosacz in conjuncion with krasl
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Marowiecki was the jet written off in a non-fatal accident last Decomber 18, Armold ten Pas

system. The air force would

b conficdent of the cost of the
support over ten years. Under
he F-16 two-year system, it is
wnclear what the cost will be over
1he nexdt eight years - who says it
won't go up? It's unpredictable
from a budget perspective and
our solution is fixed and full.”
Shovakia initially wanted the
aircraft to be

Slovakia’s Fulcrums
When Czechoslovakia split on
January 1, 1993, the existing
inventonies were divided between
the Czech Republic and Siovakia on
a roughly 60:40 basis in favour of
the fomer, reflecting the respective
physical and poputation sizes of the
two countries. However, there were
two exceptions: the MiG-23 Flogger
and MiG-29 Fulcrum inventories,
All 64 Floggers remained in Czech
hands, but the Fulcrums were
divided on an equal basis. Siovakia
received MiG-29 serials 3709, 3911,
5113, §515, 5817, 7501, 8003, 8605
and 9308 as well as three MiG-
28UBs: 1303, 4401 and 5304, In
Decembsar 1993 they were joined
by theee new single-seat MiG-29s
= 0619, 0820 and 0921 - as part
of a Russian debt settlement. The
same agreement led to ancther nine
aircraft being delivered in 1995-

96: serials 2022, 2123, 6124, 6425,
6526, 8627, 6728, 6620 and 6930
In 2005 a muti-million-dolar deal

when the MiG support contract
ends. According 1o Saab, the

Gripen deal could have met that
requirement, but the F-16s won't
enter operational service in 2023,

wias found close to the wrackage. In
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navigation and identification
systems of 12 jets, 10 being them
in line with NATO standards. Ten
single-seaters (0619 0921, 2123,
3709, 3911, 6124, 6425, 6526,
6627, 6728) and two MiG-20UBS
(1303 and 5304) went through the

half of these are operated by the
Mixed Wing "Otta Smika’ Sliad,

‘Controversy surrcunding the
support of the Slovakian MiG-29s
surfaced in early May, when Slovak
Parliament Speaker Andrej Danko
disclosed that the country was

iating further F iated

contracts wnth Russia. Local media
reported that Russia was providing
maintenance services for the MiG-
29 fleet, worth up to €50m per year.

Defence ministry spokeswoman
Danka Capdkova admitted in May
that Slovakia was paying RSK
MiG €20m annually plus another
€10m for other work. As a NATO
membser, this amangement is highly
unusual. The suppont contract
with RSK MiG will finish next
year, but it's likely to be extended
pending arival of the F-16s. B3
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