V| 2",'5) Russia & CIS

MiG-31 tests anti-
satellite missile

VOZDUSHMNO-
HOSMICHESKIVE Sily
Rosshakoy Foderatss
(WIS, Russian Asrospace
Forcos) MeG-31BM "B1
Bhpa" carmias a mock-up of
a neww anti-zatellita (ASAT)
woapon during a sortie
from Zhukovaky, outsida
Mozcow, on Seplember 14,

The akrcraft i understood
1o have bain deselopad

Ka-27M
trials with
Baltic Fleet

THE RUSSIAM defence
rranesdny has completod
initiad tests of the upgraded
Fa-2Th maritima heloopler
at thir Baltsc Fieat's
Charmyankhonsk airfiokd

in Kaliningrad Oblast.
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uneder th Mikonran
OKB's izdalive (article) 06

, calling for an
anti-sateliite Weapon of
space launch systern, This
apparently rivisits the 30PE
Kontakl System, under which
the MiG-310 (@delive OT)
wias produced as a launch
platiomn for the TOMG
ASAT missile developed by
Vyrnpel. The asrcrafl was

first fhowm in January 1987
but after bwo MiG-310
prototypes. and thi impaoved
H5046 missile, the propact
was guspended in 1991,
Baginning in tha mid-
19205, MG akso worked on
a MiG=-315 satelite-lagmch
wvarsion of the Foxhouwnd,
dasigned 1o camy an RN-5
rockat to deliver a small

ShipSash

The new mEssibe has
foiding rear fing and ks
probably & bao-Stage
system with a poweaned
ol wolhachy Tor aribi- et ell b
missiong, Curmanthy,
thngd aarcralt and Krown
to havs undoargone thi
same modificalions as
‘81 Blua’ = tha othars ara
‘06 Red’ and “84 Red',
both also at Thukovsky,

Above: The newly modermised An-124-100 departs Wyanovik on delvary back o s home

bage, LAC
AVIASTAR-5P JSC has
complited the upgrade of
an additional An-124-100
for the VIKS. United Alrcraft
Corpomtion announdad
re-dedivary of the aercraf
on October 12, when it

chepartind from Likvarawsk-
Vostochemy for its homme base.

Ther aircralt was originalby
raadrlacbured al Aviastor
in February 1991, and
since then it has amassed
3,164 flight howrs and
complated 1,414 take-
offs. and landings. As
part of its restoration to
araortPuness, Avashar

assessed its technical
condition, making repasrs a5
ECOSSArY, ROPLACING Worm-
ot equipment and camying
out vasious upgrades,

The aircraft's sendce life
has now Daan extended

for another 30 yvears of

operaton. Dave Allport

MiG-31K for 712th GvIAP at Kansk

A MiG-JTK carries & Kh-47M2 Kinzhal migsite during a test fight from Kubinka. Fred Peurssm

ACCORDING TO an
announcement by tha
Fussian Ministry of Dafenc,
tha 712th Guards Fighter
Aiation [Evlar)
at Karsk i o recaive the
MHG-31E Their wnif s part
of tha Central Miitary

District. The parent 215t
Mixed Aviation Division will

compxise two regiments of
MiG-313 and one of Su-343

Thr MiG-31 rogirnants
arg basad at Kansk and

Perm, while the Su-34
regiment is at Shagol. The

MiG-31Ks will be armed
wwith B niew Bh-47 W2
Kinzhal (dagger)
rnisgde, Tha aircraft will
b primrily tasked with
covering the airspace of
southern and southeast
Russia. Dave Allport

it

Three more

Su-35Sfor
Western
Military
District

A FURTHER three Su=-355
fightiers hawe bavin
dalivered to Besovels-
Felrozavodsk air base

in the Wastemn Miktary
District. Their aniry into
sSarnicg with the 159h
Fighter Aviation Ragiment
{1548h LAP) al the basd wias
announced on Oclobar
23 by the head of the
district pross Sanica.
Colonal lgar Muginoy.

The aircraft were delierad
from the factiory as part
of tha state dafenca
ardhie 1or Ehd Curnint s,
Kuginoy said that with
thiar arrnval, the unif™s
ra=gquipment is now 70%
completa, Dave Allport

Two more
Su-34s
delivered

& FURTHER two Su-345
Ihanne g handed owver 10
tha VIKS's Central Militany

District, Their defivery al
thia Movosilbinsk Aviation

Application
Training (4th GTsPAR |
W) Theiry waill b usisd

fo comverl pilots onto
thie Su-34, After this
training is complete,
both aircraft will transfer
£ thaitir pabrrranent unit,
tha 2nd Guards Bomber
FAvdation Regiment (2nd
GvBAP), at Chelyabinsk-
Shagol air base.

Ten Su-34s howe bogn
handed over to tha
Chehabingk unit this
yoar, whero the type
is replacing the Su-24.
Howavar, 50 far only throe
alrcraft hane actually
been delivered to Shagol,
arriving on Seplember 8
(see Additional Su-345
v fo !
Movermnbar, pad).
FiTIEr e al50 itially
went to Lipetsk for pilot
traiining but are expoctisd
to join the others at
Shagol by the end of
the year. Dave Allport
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